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“When an alien lives with you in your land, do not mistreat 
him. The alien living with you must be treated as one of your 
native-born. Love him as yourself, for you were aliens in the 
land of Egypt. I am the Lord your God.” Leviticus 19: 33-34

Who are the aliens of today? We might call some of them 
refugees.  But Godʼs word is unchangeable - He wants us to 
show them His love, that they might know that He is God.

What fi rst comes to your mind 
when you hear the word “refu-
gee”? People who fl ee from their 
homes because of war? Or a tent 
refugee camp in Kosovo? A Mus-
lim lady with her hair covered, 
whom you met the other day in the 
supermarket? There are many ref-
ugees all over the world and their 
life stories are different. Some of 
them are longing to be back in 
their homeland but canʼt be, due 
to war or political confl icts. Oth-
ers are looking for a place with 
better social and economic condi-
tions than in their home country. 

One main focus of YWAM Plzenʼs ministry is the refugee camp. 
Once a month, we visit a refugee camp which is located a few hours 
north of Plzen. Currently, most of the refugees are from Central 
Asia, the Caucasus Mountains, the Middle East and some Afri-
can countries. The capacity of the camp is 350 - 400 inhabitants, 
which sometimes includes people from up to 60 different nations!

Our involvement at the camp is quite diverse, ranging from devel-

oping personal relationships with the refugees and their families to 
renovation projects. Our team did some renovation work on one 
of the rooms at the camp, converting it from a laundry room into 
a reading room for the library. As many of you know, renovation 
work is not easy! Over the course of many months, and making 
several different trips to the camp, we tore away old tiles, scraped 
paint off walls, painted the room and then cleaned it up. In the end, 
we had a wonderful reading room for people to use at their leisure, 
and which we now use for distribution of clothing and toys, every 

time we go to the refugee camp.

Besides renovation work, we 
have also felt a need for the refu-
gees to come together for celebra-
tions. Each year in December, 
we usually have a Christmas 
concert and Christmas gift distri-
bution. At Easter time, we orga-
nize a childrenʼs day, complete 
with an Easter egg hunt and a 
concert given by a music group 
from one of the Czech churches. 

Our goal is not just to bless 
the refugees, but also to help 

make the people of this nation more aware of them. In an at-
tempt to encourage Czechs to take steps to get to know some of 
their potential future neighbors, we have partnered with sev-
eral different churches and other organizations in the Czech 
Republic, taking them along with us to minister at the camp.

Every time we leave the camp, we also leave a part of our hearts there.  
At the same time, we gain something as well: we take with us stories 
of people: their past, their present, and their hopes for the future.
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Welcome to our New Staff!
Pavel Belfi n joined our staff team at 
the beginning of 2003. He gradu-
ated from our DTS in 2002 and 
wanted to help staff the next DTS. 
In preparation for that, he spent 3 
months at YWAM Montana, help-
ing with their DTS and improv-
ing his English. Pavel is 
Czech and his home is near 
Plzen. He enjoys all kinds of 
sports and has a big heart for 
intercession and personal 
evangelism.

Jirka Preis joined us at YWAM Plzen in the fall of 
2003, shorlty following the completion his DTS 
in Hainichen, Germany. His responsibilities at 

YWAM Plzen will be focused on helping 
with administration and public 
relations, as well as doing semi-
nars and youth programs about 

HIV/AIDS in schools here in Plzen 
and other parts of Europe, includ-

ing Russia and the Balkans. Jirkaʼs 
long-term vision is to motivate young 

Christians into missions, as well as encouraging all peoples to 
appreciate and respect other cultures. Jirka has a strong desire 
to help run the DTS here in Plzen, allowing others to experi-
ence what he has experienced!
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“The remarkable thing about spiritual initiative is that the life and power comes after we ʻget up and get goingʼ.  God does not give us 
overcoming life- He gives us life as we overcome.” --Oswald Chambers

September 2003 marked the beginning of our 3rd Discipleship Training 
School (DTS) here at YWAM Plzen.  The school consisted of a group of 
seven students, plus the wife of one of the students and their 1- year- old 
son, who was a real joy to have with us, even on outreach.  Though it was 
a small group, they represented 4 nations: Czech Republic, Slovakia, 
Serbia, and the United States.  We felt strongly from the beginning 
that God wanted to have room and time to work with the students in 
order to see them overcome the big and small giants in their lives.  It 
is amazing how many giants appear as we step out and get going with 
God…

During the 3-month lecture phase, we were blessed each week by vari-
ous teachers coming from across Europe and the United States, who 
managed to leave us with more than just full pages in our note books- 
they left us with a greater hunger for His Word, with glimpses of the 
Fatherʼs love, with a taste of the Kingdom life, with many questions to 
ask and many to fi nd answers to, with the raw truth of how God sees us, 
with a challenge to be real and to dare to cross beyond our own personal 
borders, and a desire “to get up and get going”!  

We spent most of these fi rst three months in Plzen, but also had the opportunity to go away into nature for an Adventure and Survival 
week with our friends from up north in Sweden!   During that week, we were given many challenges as a team: rocks to climb, windows 
to be lowered out of, dances to dance, and  we faced the inner challenges of simply taking that fi rst step.  We also traveled to the moun-
tains of northern Czech Republic, where we participated in an Evangelism / Apologetics seminar, hosted by Ravi Zacharias International 
Ministries.  Though it was only a week, we were challenged in our thinking and left with a new perspective in approaching conversations 
with other people.  

During the middle of the lecture phase we were given an opportunity to put 
into practice some of what we had been learning, by spending a long weekend 
at the refugee camp that YWAM Plzen has been working in for several years 
now. This was the fi rst time that a team of ours actually stayed overnight at the 
camp and it proved to be a huge blessing, both for us, and also for those whom 
we went to bless. 

During the fi rst three months of the DTS, God proved Himself faithful and 
the “giants” started to lose their power.  Before we knew it, we were on our 
way to Turkey.  We had no idea that what lay ahead for us in the coming 
month there would prove to redefi ne overcoming in our lives. Because the 
majority of Turkeyʼs population is Muslim, our ministry sometimes looked 
a bit different than it would in a country that is not primarily Muslim.  We 
helped out with crafts for a summer camp, taught Sunday school, helped 
refugees learn English, and visited a city which had been destroyed during 

the earthquakes a few years ago.  We ran a basketball camp and put on a childrenʼs day, with clowning and puppets in this, now forgot-
ten and still devastated neighborhood. 

But most of our time in Turkey was spent in prayer and intercession.  Through this, we experienced the power of God in new ways and 
learned more about intercession itself.  Many of us battled with sickness but the hardest hit was Pavel, one of the DTS leaders, who ended 
up being hospitalized with sepsis, a very serious and sometimes fatal blood infection.  He spent 14 days in the intensive care unit- we 
spent 14 nights in around-the-clock prayer.  We were joined in prayer by hundreds of people from around the world and together we saw 
Godʼs power demonstrated as Pavel  slowly recovered and eventually returned to Plzen in order to continue recuperating in the comfort 
of his own country.  

In the meantime, the rest of the team continued on to Bulgaria, where we spent our second month.  Our main ministry there was among 
the gypsies.  We lived with gypsy families and experienced life as they experience it: 70% unemployment, not much money for food, an 
atmosphere of hopelessness and fear…  We only experienced it for one month, but they live with it day-in and day-out.  The conditions 
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“DTS is a wonderful and challeng-
ing experience.  It is an opportunity to 
make great friends, meet new people, 
learn from many teachers, try new 
things, do out-of-the-ordinary things, 
touch others  ̓ lives and 
even have your own life 
touched.”

Jennifer Slepicka, USA

touch others  ̓ lives and 
even have your own life 
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were not always comfortable: we were very cold most of the time, 
but we learned that there is a joy and a contentment that appears 
when we stop focusing on what we donʼt have and start focusing 
on what we do have- a lesson learned from our brothers and sisters 
there who showed us the reality of James 2:5: “Has not God chosen 
those who are poor 
in the eyes of the 
world to be rich in 
faith and to inherit 
the kingdom He 
promised those who 
love Him?”

We were able to work a lot with youth in Bulgaria.  We visited a 
childrenʼs home for mentally and physically challenged children and 
had the privilege of handing out Operation Christmas Child boxes 
to kids who would have otherwise received nothing.  After the 100 
boxes disappeared into their empty hands, we were left with smiles, 
hugs, and the love of Christ to offer them.  One lady invited some 
of our team to pray for her teenage niece who had been lying in bed 
for six months, unwilling to go outside or to even be with people 
because of fears resulting from an experience in her past.  This girl 

gave her trust to one of our team members and after a few more vis-
its decided to also place her trust in Jesus and give her life to Him.  
Her aunt commented that God must love them very much in order 
to bring a Serbian all the way from the Czech Republic to Bulgaria 
so that her niece might meet Jesus.   We praise God that we can be a 

part of His plan, 
whatever it may 
look like- all we 
have to do is say 
“YES”!

Our “giants” 
looked different 

in Turkey than in Bulgaria and different again in each of our own 
individual lives, but God remained the same- faithful.   We sim-
ply “got up and got going” and saw His power become evident in 
and through our lives.  He didnʼt give us an “overcoming life”, but 
rather, He gave us life as we overcame.  During our two-week de-
briefi ng time in Plzen following outreach, we were encouraged that 
this was not the end but rather, it is just the beginning. This life has 
been handed to us to be lived while we continue going with God.  

Learning to Overcome (cont. from page 2)

“DTS is a great experience.  It changes your charac-
ter, answers your questions and opens new ones.  It 
is almost like tasting New Testament lifestyle, or God 
Himself.”    

Ira Olah, Serbia
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We have been very pleased to watch a developing interest in 
refugees and peoples of other ethnic backgrounds by a local 
preschool here in Plzen.  Over the past 5 years, teachers Ilona 
Tomanova and Dagmar Ettlerova have encouraged the children 
who attend their preschool, as well as their parents, to reach out 
to the refugees in very tangible ways.  Various toys and items of 
clothing have been brought from home and added to the collec-
tion of used items delivered to the refugee camp during visits by 
YWAM Plzen staff and friends.  In addition to this, the teach-
ers and students of the Plzen preschool have traveled the three 
hours to the camp, in order to visit the preschool which functions 
within the refugee camp facility.  What a joy it is to see children 
from different cultures, ethnic groups  and life experiences play-
ing together and discovering new things about each other.  Words 
and spoken language represent only one form of communication 
and it appears that the children are less hindered by language 
barriers than many adults.  

Last year, some of the refugee camp preschool children and their 
teachers were invited to visit the Plzen preschool and spend the 
day together.  There are currently further plans being made to 
spend a week together in a childrenʼs camp outside of Plzen, and 
some of our YWAM staff have been invited to join in this won-
derful project.  

We are so pleased to see this growing trend in the tangible ex-
pression of love and tolerance being expressed toward people 
with other ethnic, cultural and life backgrounds.  Looking toward 
the future, we have hope that greater tolerance and understanding 
will continue to grow and develop toward refugees. We would 
like to especially honor teachers like Ilona Tomanova and Dag-
mar Ettlerova for their continued love and effort in creating op-
portunities for these children to meet and build bridges of hope 
together.

Promising Signs
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